Topics for Mladiinfo’s Second Annual Call for Articles

Time Magazine’s Man of the Year 2011 – The Protester
„No one could have known that when a Tunisian fruit vendor set himself on fire in a public square, it would incite protests that would topple dictators and start a global wave of dissent. In 2011, protesters didn’t just voice their complaints; they changed the world.” What are your thoughts on Time Magazine’s choice? Do you have an alternative suggestion for whom shaped the Year 2011 in the most significant way? 

Time Magazine’s Man of the Year 2012 –?

Who do you think will have the biggest effect on this year’s global processes? With the presidential elections in America set for this autumn, continuing conflicts in Syria, the independence of South-Sudan, religious conflicts in West Africa and monetary uncertainties in Europe, it is hard to predict which moment or personality will shape this year’s events in the most significant manner. We don’t expect detailed political or social analysis, but rather a report on how young people who are starting this year with personal projects involving anything from work, study or volunteering view the possible outcomes of the year 2012.
Alternative energy sources, discourses, strategies

Since the 1970s the problem of how to sustain the growing population’s need for electricity and fuel is becoming an issue of more and more debate. What are your thoughts? What local solutions do you know of? What difficulties do you see in the implementation of the existing energetic strategies? 

Non-formal education

An increasing number of people feel the urge to broaden their horizons outside of formally recognized educational institutions. The European Commission’s projects and several transnational and even transcontinental exchange programs offer today’s youth the possibility to learn about and see different ways of life, work and education. What are your thoughts on how the youth of today uses these opportunities? What are their goals, motivations and is there a general perception of non-formal education?

Everyday NGO-life

The non-governmental sector is rapidly expanding. This offers space for new social trends, movements and projects. However it also leads to new territories with regard to human interaction, task and time management, definitions of team-work and team-building. Give us your insight on how NGOs do, should, or shouldn’t work.

Experiences Abroad – EVS, Erasmus, Service Civique, Leonardo, Work and Travel, etc.

Have you had long-term experiences abroad? Do you believe in what they call culture shock? How did the change of scenery and people affect your way of perceiving the world and yourself? Did anything change at all? We encourage you to share your experiences abroad, telling us not only about what you saw and experienced, but how you saw and experienced it.

Transnational Dialogue

People migrate and look for opportunities in different societies; business-mergers lead to professionals from the same domain but different cultural backgrounds to share the same project or even office. Do you think there are new strategies that need to be applied to find common ground and if so, which are these new strategies and what does this common ground look like? 
Trans-generational Dialogue

The gap between the world as we know it now and the world as our parents knew it seems to be much bigger than the gaps between previous generations. This is mostly due to the effect of the internet, and fast-paced technological and social achievements. What other factors do you think influence this change of perspective? Do you think one can efficiently approach certain topics when people of different ages are involved (goals of small communities, perception of civil engagement, etc.)? Or do you think this phenomenon always has been and always will be a part of how the passing of time affects people?

My Festival/Event

Have you or did you ever want to organize a festival, a concert or a poetry reading? How did it go, what went wrong, what went unexpectedly well? And if the idea remained just an idea, what stopped you? What would your event look like and how would it serve your local community? Or perhaps you are thinking on a higher scale and with the help of technology want to create a global event. Tell us what you are planning, what you did, and what you think should be done to bring people together to enjoy some music, a movie or a performance in a less conventional way.

Road Trip

Since Jack Kerouac’s cult classic ‘On the Road’ the myth of the perpetual traveler has been replanted in our heads, like a modern Odyssey. What are your travel experiences? Do you think today’s generation is more curious about what the road has to offer and if so why? Give us a story, an anecdote or essay on how road tripping in the early 21 century looks or feels.

